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INTRODUCTION

There is still much to discover about the origins of our family, but I have chosen to put
into print what has been gathered up to now, and to let younger relatives try to fill in the missing
generation[s] which first came to this country.

Data on current family members was provided by someone in that branch of the family.
Wherever pictures or documents were sent to me, [ have tried to include them. [Those not used
did not copy well.}

Much information from a century ago, especially of a personal and often trivial nature,
was obtained from reading newspapers published in or near Lawrence County, Iilinois, which are
available on microfilm from the Illinois State Historical Library in Springfield. Principal sources
were “The Sumner Press” in Sumner and the “Rural Republican” in Lawrenceville [both in
Lawrence County]. .

Issues before 1885 were rarely available, and even after that, many individual issues and
in some cases, whole years were missing. [Sumner Press had nothing for 1893 or 18991 In
general, the newspapers covered the time from 1885 until 1912.

United States Census records were searched, and all those found were recorded here.
[The 1890 Census is missing because it was accidentally destroyed by fire many years ago.]
Where possible, a copy of the Census was made. However, some pages were in very bad
condition, making copies unreadable.

The spelling of some names varied from source to source [i.e. Wagy or Waggy, Corbin or
Corban]. My rule has been that [ usually use the same spelling that my source material used,
which can mean different spellings on the same page.

Some pages in this book have a border around them. This indicates that the enclosed
data is about the family of an IRWIN in-law. Where possible, these have been placed on the
left-hand side, so they can be read separately or concurrently with the IRWIN story.

I have tried to avoid errors, and ask pardon for those that escaped the editing process.

Marjorie Molloy Jansen [Harvey]



ETTA and GEORGE GILLESPIE

Etta Jane IRWIN was born in April, 1870, in Petty Township, Lawrence County, Tllinois,
the fifth child and only daughter of William and Sarah IRWIN. Her father died shortly before
her first birthday. She was about 15 when her mother also died. After that, she lived off and on
with her oldest brother, James [who lived in Birds], and with other relatives and friends. One

can't tell if she felt at home everywhere, or perhaps nowhere.

Following are some excerpts from a local newspaper, The Sumner Press,! from 1886
through 1890 [when Etta was 16 to 20 years of age].

02 Dec 1886: Miss Etta IRWIN of Birds is visiting in Pasturefield.
[This is where Mary Irwin, her grandmother, lived.]

14 Apr 1887 Miss Etta IRWIN, who has been staying at Robinson
for the past two weeks, has returned to Birds.

25 Oct 1888: Miss Etta IRWIN, who now lives in Pasturefield, is
making quite a lengthy visit with friends at Birds.

01 Nov 1888: Miss Etta IRWIN, one of our most charming belles,
has returned to Pasturefield to stay with Mrs. BARNES.
[Mrs BARNES was Mary IRWIN’s nearest neighbor and
friend].

13 Dec 1888: Miss Etta IRWIN, one of our most charming young
ladies, left last Tuesday for Lewiston, Illinois, where she
will work at the dressmaking and millinery trade.

17 Jan 1889: Miss Etta IRWIN is making dresses for the pretty
young ladies of Lewiston, Illinois. She is living with her
brother {John] there.

10 Oct 1889: Miss Etta IRWIN started for Flat Rock last Tuesday
to visit her brother, James.

20 Feb 1890: Miss Etta IRWIN ... arrived [in Pasturefield] from
Flat Rock last Friday to care for Harvey IRWIN, who is a
victim of pneumonia. She will remain during her brother's
iflness.

10 Apr 1890: Miss Etta IRWIN left Pasturefield last Saturday for
Birds, where she will canvass for a book.

16 Oct 1890: Miss Etta IRWIN returned to Birds after a week's
visit with relatives and friends here [in Pasturefieid]. From
thence, she will go to Chicago where she intends to make
her future home.

! THE SUMNER PRESS, Sumner, Dlinois, 1886 - 1890
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GILLESPIE - BARNHART FAMILY

Mary Elizabeth BARNHART was born in Maryland in March,1846. Her mother,
Margaret [maiden name unknown] was born in Pennsylvania in February, 1824, the daughter of
two native Pennsylvanians.! Margaret married Mr BARNHART about 1845, and may have been
widowed about 1850. In 1853, Margaret married Theophilus CONNER, by whom she had six
more children: Charles, Martha, Thomas, Ellen, Harvey and Roanna.

In the 1870 Census, Theophilus and Margaret were listed wnth their four youngest
children in Pittsburgh.2

Theophilus CONNER 37 MD  streetcar conductor
Margaret 43 PA

Ellen 16 MD

Thomas 16 MD  drives cart

Harvey 13 PA *

Roanna 10 PA

Mary Elizabeth BARNHART married George Watt GILLESPIE about 1870. [He was
born in August 1844 .in Pennsylvania. Both his parents were from Ireland.] George and Mary
had three sons born in Pittsburgh: Charles Arthur, 8 August 18713 George Bell, 16 February
18744, and Harvey Thompson, 15 July 18765

In 1880, Mary and her sons were living with the CONNERs at the time of the Census.6

Theophilus B. CONNER 47 husb MD

Margret 55 wife PA
Charles 28 son MD
Martha 25 dau MD
Mary E. GILLESPIE 34 dau MD
Charles 8 gr-son PA
George B 6 “ PA
Harvey 4 “ PA

Mr. GILLESPIE may have been away looking for work in 1880, as he moved his family
to Chicago shortly thereafter. A fourth son, David Watt, was bom to them in Chicago in 1885.

1 1000 CENSUS, Allegheny County PA, Pittsburgh, ED. 209, sheet 3

‘2 1870 CENSUS, “ 17th Ward, page 65

31G1 [International Genealogical Index}, LDS Ord. 91031, Film 445864
41G1, LDS Ord. 91020, Film 445810

5 IGI, LDS Ord, Film 458910
6 1880 CENSUS, Allegheny County, PA, Pittsburgh, E.D. 140, page 20
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At this time, nothing is known of her life in Chicago until 1895, when she married
George Bell GILLESPIE. Their first child, Marian Etta, was born in Chicago on the 5th of
August 1896. The 1900 Census found them living at 520 Stevenson St, Hyde Park Township,
Chicago.! George was working as a house painter. Their home was very near that of Etta’s
brother, Jim IRWIN, with whom she may have been living before her marriage.

GILLESPIE George B Feb 1874 26 PA  painter
Etta Apr 1871 29 I
Marian E Aug 1896 3 IL

[Note:} Etta was bom in 1870, and would have been 30 at this time. ]

Etta and George moved to Colorado some time after that, and their second child, Harvey
Irwin GILLESPIE, was born in Denver on 29 November 1903. From there, the family moved to
Washington State where their third child, Marjorie Grace, was born in 1907,

When the 1920 Census was taken, Etta had been divorced from George, and was living in
an apartment at 2021 4th Ave North in Seattle.2 With her were Harvey [17] and Marjorie {13].
Her occupation was housekeeper for the apartment building. Harvey was working as a salesman
in a paint store. Marian had married by this time, and was with her husband's family.

GILLESPIE ] Etta 48 IL housekeeper
I. Harvey 17 CO  salesman

G. Marjorie 13 WA  none

During the 1930s, Etta and all her family moved to Hollywood, California. She took a
job caring for two boys, Tommy and Skippy, who became like family to her.

Etta wrote many letters back to the Seattle family, especially to Belle IRWIN, her sister-
in-law, and Blanche IRWIN, her niece, keeping them informed about the California relations.
Another of her Seattle correspondents was Bobby MOLLOY, her brother Harvey's grandson.
During the six months that Bobby was ill with leukemia, the letters from "Aunt Etta" to her

"Little Lamb" were sent often and looked forward to eagerly.

Etta died on the 27th of November, 1958 in Hollywood at the age of 88, after an illness
of three years. [George, her former husband, died in 1948 ]

1 1900 CENSUS, Cook Co, Hlinois, Chicago, ED. 1113A, Sheet 13
2 1920 CENSUS, King County, Washington, E.D. 148, Sheet 3B, page 170
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children and two grandchildren.!

CONNER Theophilus  Jul 1833
Margaret Feb 1824
Thomas Feb 1856

Neilie Feb 1856
Harvey Feb 1858
BOAL Royanna Oct 1860
Edward Jan 1882
Irene _ Mar 1883

Three of their sons were living with them.

GILLESPIE George W  Aug 1844 55
Marie E Mar 1846 54
Charles Sep 1872 27
Harvey T Jul 1875 24
David W Aug 1885 14

IRWIN. [See ETTA and GEORGE GILLESPIE]

1 1500 CENSUS, Allegheny Co, PA, Pittsburgh, E.D. 209, sheet 3
2 1900 CENSUS, Cook Co, IL, Chicago, E.D. 1112, sheet 1

In 1900, the CONNERs were still in Pittsburgh, on Berlin Alley, living with four adult

66 MD
76 PA
44 MD
44 MD
42 PA
39 PA
18 PA
17 PA

The GILLESPIEs were still in Chicago, living on 104th Street in Hyde Park Townshjp 2

PA  renting agent

MD

PA  bookkeeper/laundry
PA  conductor/sleeping car
I at school

[Note: The birthdates for Charles and Harvey do not match those given in the LDS records. ]

Their other son, George Bell GILLESPIE was married in 1895 [at age 21] to Etta Jane

-]
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ETTA

ETTA and GEORGE GILLESPIE:

Marian Etta, b. 5 Aug 1896, Chicago, IL;
m. James Samuel IRVINE,! 1917, Seattle, WA,
d. 28 Jun 1985, Hemet, CA;

Harvey Irwin, b. 29 Nov 1903, Denver, CO;
m. Laura {maiden name unknown}
d. 2 Dec 1970, Santa Monica, CA;

Marjorie Grace, b. 1907, WA,
ml, Fred BRAUER, 1940s (wd)
m2. Francis "Doc" GUYTON, DDS, 1950s
d. 1970, North Hollywood, CA.

1 James Samuel IRVINE was born about 1891 in Philadelphia, PA. He died in 1937 in Hollywood, CA.
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MARIJAN

Marian Etta, the oldest child of Etta nd George GILLESPIE, was born in Chicago on the
5th of August, 1896. Her family moved to Colorado and then to Washington State while she was
still a child. In about 1917, she married James Samuel IRVINE in Seattle.

James Samuel IRVINE was born in Philadelphia about 1891, the son of Scottish
immigrants. His father, Samuel IRVINE came to the U.S. in 1882, and his mother, Margaret, in
1883. They moved to Washington State from Pennsylvania when James was a baby, and their
second child, Marguerite, was born in Seattle in 1894. Both parents became citizens in 1897.

In 1920, Jim and Marian were living with his family at 519 E. Denny Way in Seattle.!
James was working as a grocery salesman at that time. Their son, who was called “Junior” for
many years, was 16 months old.

IRVINE Samuel 57 Scot merchant/ dairy
Margaret 51 Scot
Marguerite 26 WA teacher

IRVINE James S 29 Phila salesman/ grocery

Marian E 24 IL
James S Jr 14/12 WA

Near midnight New Year's Eve in 1927, Marian presented her husband with twins:
Robert Gillespie and Marjorie Jean. They were almost born in different years.

During the 1930s, Marian and James moved to Hollywood, California, where they lived
at 414 Westbourne Drive. James IRVINE died there in 1937, Marian remained in Hollywood
for many years before moving to Hemet, CA, [near two of her children] where she died on the
28th of January 1985 at the age of 89.

MARIAN and JAMES IRVINE:

James Samuel, Jr. b. 5 Sep 1918, WA,
ml. Dorothy KRANTZ, 2 1945, Los Angeles, CA; (wd)
m2. June PRUITT,? 12 Feb 1948, Los Angeles, CA;

Robert Gillespie, b. 31 Dec 1927, Seattle, WA;
mI. Betty May CALLENDER * 1945, Hollywood, CA; (div)
m2. Carol ___, 1967, Las Vegas, NV; (div)

Marjorie Jean, b. 31 Dec 1927, Seattle, WA,;
m. Leon Albert DOUGHERTY,S 26 Jul 1947, La Jolla, CA;

- 11920 CENSUS, King County, Washington, Seattle, E.C. 200, Sheet 11A, page 207

2 - Dorothy KRANTZ died in 1946 of diabetis about six months after their marriage.

June PRUITT was born 12 Jun 1927 in Wortham, TX.
Betty CALLENDER was born in December, 1926.

5 Leon Albert DOUGHERTY was born 9 February 1911 in Los Angeles, CA. He died there in January, 1978.
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JAMES and JUNE IRVINE:
Michelle Jean, b. 16 Feb 1949, Los Angeles, CA;
m. Steven GHIATIS, 1973, Los Angeles, CA;
Robin Dawn, b. 27 Jul 1954, Los Angeles, CA,;
m. Carlo TSCHUOR, 1978, Los Angeles, CA;

MICHELLE and STEVEN GHIATIS:
Matthew, b. 18 Dec 1974, Los Angeles, CA;
William, b. 2 Jan 1976, Los Angeles, CA.

ROBIN and CARLO TSCHUOR:
Luigi, b. 27 Jun 1978, Los Angeles, CA.

ROBERT and CAROL IRVINE:
Raylene, b. 1968, Los Angeles, CA
m. __ PEPPER;

MARJORIE and LEON DOUGHERTY:
Joy Denise, b. 13 Jan 1950, Los Angeles, CA;
m. David WATSON, 1968, Los Angeles, CA;

JOY and DAVID WATSON:
Christopher Lee, b. 13 Jan 1969, Los Angeles, CA;
Scott Anthony, b. 4 Aug 1970, Los Angeles, CA.

HARVEY

Harvey Irwin GILLESPIE was born on the 29th of November, 1903 in Denver, Colorado.
He was raised in Seattle, Washington. He moved to California probably about the time that his
mother did. He married Laura [maiden name not known]. They had no children. Harvey died
on December 2nd, 1970 in Santa Monica, CA at the age of 67.

MARJORIE

Marjorie Grace GILLESPIE was born in Washington in 1907. She moved to California
and worked for many years as an X-ray technician. She was married during the 1940s to Fred
BRAUER (spelling of suname not known). After his death, she married a dentist, "Doc’ Francis
GUYTON. They lived at 4424 Mariota Avenue in North Hollywood. She had no children.

Marjorie Grace died in 1970 in Los Angeles.
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Excerpts from a letter Etta wrote to Blanche IRWIN:
Nov 15 (1944)

Dear Blanche and the rest of the family,

I still say you are a jewel to write. 1 wonder if your father
will get the letter finished he started to write before last Christmas.
It had better be a long one. I was so glad to hear from you and get
those pictures, I just sat down and had a nice visit with every one
of you. I agree with you on the election. I say by another 4 yrs
there won't need to be an election. Just put a crown on him.

I guess you know Jr [IRVINE] is in the navy. We think he
is in Guam. We have had two letters from him, but the last one
said he was still on the water. I was surprised to see Billie
[MOLLOY] in uniform. It doesn't seem possible he is old enough.
He makes a fine looking soldier. I hope he will never have to
leave the States, but I suppose he is like all the rest - anxious to get
mto it. My two boys, Skippy and Tommy, are down in the Pacific.
They were paratroopers down on one of the islands, but found they
couldn't use them there and sent them home to train for the
amphibious. But Tommy got married before he left and Skippy is
engaged. There was a party to announce his engagement before he
left. It will be a strange Xmas without our boy.

Marion is working and Bobby and Marjorie {IRVINE] are
working after school, and I am nursemaid to the two dogs and have
dinner ready when they get home. My Marjorie {GILLESPIE] is
an X-ray technician and working in Hollywood. Times up. Lots of
love to all.

Aunt Etta
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ETTA

Excerpts from a letter to Belle IRWIN -

414 Westbourne Dr, LA,
May 12, 1948

.The children gave me quite a little party, some nice gifts,
and Mothers Day coming so close, I have really been remembered.
Mothers Day makes us really thankful to be a mother. I am sure
with your children and grandchildren around you, you felt the
same way.

.Just at the present Jimmie and his wife are living with us
as they can't find a place to live. So Marion is sharing my room,
gave hers up to them.

...Harvey and Laura are on the last lap of their way home, 1
think, for I haven't had a card for about four days. They have been
down in Tenn and Georgia, then up to Chicago and Minnesota to
see Laura’s people. They were going to call on Raymond {IRWIN]
in Chicago. What news they will have for me. I haven't seen
Raymond since he was married, and he writes me he is soon to be
a grandfather. He has two boys, one married and the other in
college. He said his mother lives in Miami, Florida, and has a five
room bungalow almost in the heart of the city.

...I am sure Howard's baby [David IRWIN] must be cute.
How I would love to see it - in fact ail of you.

-.Marjorie and Fred haven't got their house built yet. They
have the sewer pipes laid, but it takes time to get a permit and
material, but they live in hopes. It is almost impossible to find a
place to rent here, and rents are so high.... I don't believe property
will ever be cheap again. They say they are coming in to Calif by
the hundreds every day, so of course they have to have a place to
live. Some are living in one room, others in trailer camps and
motels. So we are very thankful to have a roof over our heads. ...

Marjorie Jean and her husband are coming to dinner
tonight. We are going to have spaghetti. Marian is going to visit
Seattle in June or July on her vacation, so you will see her. If I

“was able to travel I would go along, but I am too lame...

Oceans of love to all my people. Etta
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Excerpts from a brief letter from Etta 1o Belle IRWIN.

July 12, 1948,

Dear Belle and family,

. Marian returned safely [from
Seatttle] and reports a wonderful time. She looked
so rested ...and was entertained so much by all of
you...

Raymond IRWIN and wife are visiting in
L.A. at present, but will be starting back to Chicago
Wednesday morning. They are Grandma and
Grandpa now. Their oldest son has a new baby girl.
Raymond’s hair is as white as snow. He has a
lovely wife. She is pretty and so much fun, |
suppose they are very happy.

...Love to all my family,
Etta
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(Page 207, E.D. 200, SHEET 11a )
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48
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519 Harvard Ave, Seattla
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OWN  MORT S5EX COL AGE MAR
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EDUCATION
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Yas Yes Waghington
Yes Yes Phila.
Yas Yas ITlinois

washington
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