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THIS BOOK IS
DEDICATED TO MY AUNT,

BLANCHE IRWIN

WHOSE EFFORTS AT
KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH FAMILY
MADE THIS WORK POSSIBLE.



INTRODUCTION

There is still much to discover about the origins of our family, but I have chosen to put
into print what has been gathered up to now, and to let younger relatives try to fill in the missing
generationfs] which first came to this country.

Data on current family members was provided by someone in that branch of the family.
Wherever pictures or documents were sent to me, I have tried to include them. [Those not used
did not copy well ]

Much information from a century ago, especially of a personal and often trivial nature,
was obtained from reading newspapers published in or near Lawrence County, Iilinois, which are
available on microfilm from the Tlinois State Historical Library in Springfield. Principal sources
were “The Sumner Press” in Sumner and the “Rural Republican™ in Lawrenceville {both in
Lawrence County]. .

Issues before 1885 were rarely available, and even after that, many individual issues and
in some cases, whole years were missing. [Sumner Press had nothing for 1893 or 1899] In
general, the newspapers covered the time from 1885 until 1912.

United States Census records were searched, and all those found were recorded here.
[The 1890 Census is missing because it was accidentally destroyed by fire many years ago.]
Where possible, a copy of the Census was made. However, some pages were in very bad
condition, making copies unreadable.

The spelling of some names varied from source to source [i.e. Wagy or Waggy, Corbin or
Corban]. My rule has been that T usually use the same spelling that my source material used,
which can mean different spellings on the same page.

Some pages in this book have a border around them. This indicates that the enclosed
data is about the family of an IRWIN in-law. Where possible, these have been placed on the
left-hand side, so they can be read separately or concurrently with the IRWIN story.

I have tried to avoid errors, and ask pardon for those that escaped the editing process.

Marjorie Molloy Jansen [Harvey]



JOHN and ALICE IRWIN

John P. IRWIN was born in Petty Township, Lawrence County, Iilinois on July 15, 1862.
He was the second child of William and Sarah Irwin. He was eight years old when his father
died. He worked as a farm hand on the family farm, and then for several neighboring farmers.
In 1881 (age 19), he and his young brother, Harvey (13), went to lowa, where they apparently

found employment and spent almost a year.

25 May 1882: John and Harvey IRWIN went to Iowa last fall,
They are making it pay.!

John may have lived in Lawrenceville for a while, according to these items in the Rural
Republican newspaper.?

6 Nov 1885: Mr. Harve IRWIN is visiting his brother fiere

[Lawrenceville].
4 Dec 1885. Mr John Irwin and brother are visiting their brother,

Mr. Jim IRWIN, this week in Birds.

There is no information about how they met or their courtship, but John married [Mary]
Alice LACKEY on the 7th of December, 1887 in Vincennes, Indiana, just across the Wabash
River from Lawrenceville. [See LACKEY FAMILY].

8 Dec 1887: John IRWIN and Miss Alice LACKEY were married
at Vincennes yesterday.’

In September 1888, they moved to Lewiston, Illinois, [probably ‘Lewistown’ in Fulton

county].
6 Sep 1888: J. P. IRWIN will move this week to Lewiston,

Illinois to work for John WAGY in the marble business.*

John Campbell WAGY 1I was a cousin, a son of the Rev. William WAGY. John had a
marble business, consisting primarily of carving tombstones. John IRWIN remained associated

with carving or seiling marble for the rest of his life.

! THE SUMNER PRESS, Sumner, Illinois
2 RURAL REPUBLICAN, Lawrenceville, Hlinois
i THE SUMNER PRESS, Sumner, lllinois
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LACKEY - WADE

Mary Alice LACKEY was the daughter of William A. LACKEY and Odean J. WADE.
She was bom in Kentucky in November, 1867.

The family was living in Fox Town precinct, Madison County, Kentucky when the 1870
Census was taken.!

LACKEY ' William 40 Kentucky
Oden 23 "
Alice 5 "
Richard 3 "
will 1 "

By 1880, they were living in Sumner, Lawrence County, Illinois.2

LACKEY William A 48 v
Odean 31
Mary A 14
Richard O 12
John W 10

Mary Alice LACKEY married John IRWIN on the 7th of December, 1887 in Vincennes,
Indiana. She would have been just 20 years old, but gave her age as 23 on the marriage license*
[See JOHN and ALICE] *[Knox County, Indiana, Marriage Record, page 257]

No other information has been found on this family,

1 1870 CENSUS, Madison Co, Kentucky, Fox Town Pct., page 127

2 1880 CENSUS, Lawrence Co, Ulinois, Christy twp, E..D. 194, sheet 24
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John and Alice had two sons, Melvin and Alvin, both of whom were bom probably in
Fulton County, IL.. Sometime during the next few years, they moved to Paxton, in Ford County
Ilinois, where John opened his own shop. This must have kept him very busy, because he didn't

get back to visit Lawrence County for many years.

In the 1900 Census, they were listed on Elm Street in Paxton.! John and Mary Alice had
been married for 13 years. Melvin was only 10 at that time, not 12.

IRWIN, John P 37 13 IL Marble Mfg
Mary A 32 13 KY
Melvin L 12 IL at school
Alvin 8 IL

In the 1910 Census, they were still in Paxton, with both sons. At that time, Melvin was 21 and
Alvin was 18.2

In 1912, John decided to move west, near his brother, Harvey, and cousin, Ott, but first
they made a visit to Lawrence County. The newspaper reported:

John IRWIN and wife of Paxton, Illinois, are here visiting relatives
and friends. This is their first visit here in twenty years.3

J. P. Irwin, who has been visiting here, left for Paxton, where he
will close up his marble business before going to Okanogan,
Washington, where he will locate his future home. "

N During the next few years the family moved from QOkanogan to Spokane, Washington.
The 1920 Census® found John, Alice and Alvin living in a hotel at West 906 Second Ave, in
Spokane. John was a salesman at that time and Alvin a laborer, both for the Washington

Monument Company.

John died in Spokane on August 24, 1923, at age 61. The cause of death was prostate
cancer. He was buried in Greenwood Memorial Terrace Cemetery in Spokane. Alice is listed
in Spokane City directories through 1938, usually with Alvin. She died in Wenatchee,
Washington in 1938.7

1 1900 CENSUS, Ford County, Tilinois, Paxton, E.D. 68, Sheet 11
2 1910 CENSUS, Ford County, lineis, Paxton, E.D. 10, Family #130 [This page was almost unreadable].
3 THE SUMNER PRESS, Sumner, Iiinois, 25 May 1882

4 THE SUMNER PRESS, Sumner, Illinois, 18 July1912

> 1920 CENSUS, Washington, Spokane Co, E.D. 192, Sheet | [difficult to read]

6 WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, Cert. of Death, Record #811, Registered #3844, 1923

7 Death date is from her grandson, Scott IRWIN.
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JOHN and MARY ALICE IRWIN:
Melvin Lackey b. Nov 1889, Lewiston, IL;
m. Manian CALLAHAN, ca 1914;
d. 8 Feb 1945, Chicago, IL.
Alvin W. b, Mar 1892, Lewiston, IL;
d. 21 Mar 1961, Wenatchee, WA.

MELVIN

Melvin Lackey IRWIN was born in November 1889, in Lewiston or Lewistown, Illinois.
His family moved to Paxton, in Ford County, when he was very young. He was 23 years oid
when his parents moved to Washington State. It isn’t known exactly when he moved west, or
when he married, but by 1915, he had a wife and child in Washington State.

Marian CALLAHAN, who married Melvin, was bom in Hiinois in January, 1894.' -In
1900, her family was living in Loda, Iroquois County, Hlinois - only about five miles from
Paxton. She had one sister and one brother. ! :

CALLAHAN Owen 38 IL
Clara 31 OH
Nellie 12 IL
Scot 9 H.
Marian 6 IL

Melvin and Marian were living in Okanogan, Washington when their first child, Scott
Wade, was born on the 15th of May, 1915. They then moved to Spokane, where their second
child, William Owen, was bom on October 24th, 1919. The 1920 Census found them in
Spokane with their two children, and renting at 1708 Sixth Ave, Spokane.2 Melvin, like his
father, was a salesman for the Washington Monument Company. He was 31 at that time, Marian
was 25, Scottie was 4 1/2 and William was 3 months old.

Melvin and Marian were still in Spokane in 1925, living at W 1323 2nd Avenue.? Soon
thereafter, they moved back to Chicago, Iilinois. Melvin died in Chicago on February 8th, 1945
at the age of 55. Marian died three years later, on January 12th, 1948 in Corvaliis, Oregon.

1 1900 CENSUS, Iilinois, Iroquois Co, E.D. 16, Sheet 14
2 1920 CENSUS, Washington, Spokane Co, E.D. 199, Sheet 1
3 SPOKANE CITY DIRECTORY, 1925
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MELVIN and MARIAN IRWIN:
Scott Wade, b. 15 May 1915, Okanogan, WA,;
m. Sadie Ferne WEAVER], 1939, IN; (div)
William Owen, b. 24 Oct 1919, Spokane, WA.
d. 27 Mar 1973, Chicago, IL.

SCOTT and SADIE IRWIN:
Virginia Sharon, b. 28 Jul 1941, Chicago, IL;
m. Joseph Hamilton LENARCZAK?2, 17 Mar 1959, St Charles, MO

VIRGINIA and JOSEPH LENARCZAK:
Joseph Scott, b. 5 Sep 1959, Chicago, IL;
m. Cynthia Diane PROCK3, 24 Jul 1982, Chicago, IL;
d. 29 Nov 1992, Maywood, IL;
Nadine Ferne, 19 Sep 1961, Libertyville, IL;
John Albert, 31 Oct 1964, McHenry, IL.

JOSEPH and CYNTHIA LENARCZAK:
Michael Joseph, 11 Mar 1981, Berwyn, IL;
Michelle Ann, 16 Mar 1982, Berwyn, IL;
Amanda Di, 11 Aug 1983, Berwyn, IL.

NADINE and _McCULLOM:
Joseph Scott Lenarczak-McCullom, b. 23 May 1994
d. 25 May 1994, Maywood, I1..

ALVIN

Alvin never married. His mother lived with him until about 1938, and for the next few
years, he is listed alone in Spokane City directories, always in small apartment-hotels near the
center of town. The most recent address found [in 1943] was S. 206 Post, Spokane. Alvin died
in Wenatchee on March 21st, 1961 at the age of 68 [according to Washington State death

records].

! Sadie WEAVER was bomn 15 January 1920 in Cisne, IL She died 5 June 1955 in Normal, IL. :

2 Joseph LENARCZAK was born 19 July 1934 in Chicago, IL. He died 24 October 1995 in Spring Valley, CA.
Cynthta PROCK was born 22 November 1961 in Des Moines, [A.
4 WASHINGTON STATE DEATH INDEX, 1961, #4160
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INDEX TO THE 1910 CENSUS
. EDl TFE
CooK BLUE ISLAND 019 0023 0189
1450 [RWIN OHN 0 H W50 WISCONSIN ILL
ADELIE n W 40 INDIAMA
RUTH N 0 02 ILLINOIS
FORD PAXTON M3 0010 0130 !
1650 1RWIN 0 H W4 ILLINOIS  ILL
. ALICE W W 41 NENTUCKY
—-% - MELVIN L ° 5 21 [itiwels
ALDIN 5 18 ILLINGIS
. SHELBY -, 17¢ 014%,0025
1650 1RWIN Jomm ¢ B W34 1LLIm0lS UL
CORA H W 26 [LLINOIS
MNELBILL H 5 0y Iitiwols’
HWARVEY 5 a4 JLLINGIS
—\ ’ .
coox . CHICAGO 054.06%2 0107. -
1650 IRWIN JOHM H H 46 TEWNESSEE ItL
: MATTIE u A5 TENNESSEE
- Jom C 5 16 MMOIada
1-NON-RELATIVE ° "
ROCX ISLAMD HOLIME . 184 0108 0112
1650 IIMIN JOmN 1 H W44 IoMa ne
. ; KARY E 'S 15 IoWA
: HAZEL b 15 ILLiNols
r b4 = .
1

John’s family was living in Ford County, Itinois, in the town of Paxton in 1910,
The above index indicates that they were in Enumeration District 10, and were
the 130th household listed in that E.D. John’s age was given as 46, Mary Alice as

41 and the sons as 21 and 18.

[The microfilm of the Census record itself was very difficult to read and
impossible to copy. It is not surprising that Alvin’s name was misread as “Albin”

in the index.]
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