MOSES AND CLARISSA MCNEW

Moses Cawood MCNEW, fifth child of William and Elizabeth, was born in Scott
County, Virginia, probably in 1820. When the 1840 Census was taken, he was stll living at
his mother’s home. At some time between 1840 and 1844, he went to Morgan County in
Kentucky, apparently for some kind of study. (See note to Moses from David COTTLE, 2-13.)
There, he met Clarissa Jane (Cole) Jones, young daughter of Sarah and step-daughter of John
Jones.

Moses and Clarissa were married in West Liberty, Kentucky, on the 17th of November
1844, the day before her 15th birthday. According to the county marriage records,! a license
was obtained (and fee paid) on the 16th, followed by a notation that the ceremony took place
on the 17th, signed by W. Cottle.

The young couple remained in Morgan County, probably near West Liberty, for the next
two and a half years. Their first child, William Newton MCNEW was born there in October
1845. In 1847, Moses took his family back to his mother’s farm at Rye Cove in Scott County,
Virginia. The 1850 Census shows Moses working as a farmer, and his mother (Elizabeth
CAWOOD MCNEW) living with his family. Three daughters, Sarah, Mollie and Nancy, were
born to them in Virginia.

In 1853, Moses and Clarissa with their four children moved west again, back to
Kentucky, this time to Booneville in Owsley County. Moses placed the following advertisement
in the Booneville newspaper:

[ wosus Q. MoNEW, M. D,, |

" Would reppect{ully infornt tha citizens of OWSLEY

* .COUNTY, that he will pragtice in the SCLENCE

. OF MEDICINE, in its varicus braoches, and. will

| rvisit patients in any portion of the County ata FAIR

' and REASONABLE RATE. ' He may be found at
biz residence io BOONVILLE, unless professionally

| abiapte ' April 1,185, -

R

Moses first appeared on the Owsley County Tax Lists in 1854, He is shown as owning
one town lot worth $394, 1 horse valued at $100 and one cow. He did not own any slaves. (In
fact, of the forty-six households on his page of the tax list, forty-four had no slaves and the other
two reported only one slave each. Perhaps this is why so many in this part of Kentucky sided'
with the North in the Civil War.) .

Their fifth child and second son, Joseph B., was born in Booneville in 1853, followed
by Martha Jane in 1856, and Esther Margaret in 1859.2

' MARRIAGE RECORDS OF MORGAN COUNTY, KENTUCKY, p. 69.

? INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX (1988 Edition} lists the following births in Owsley Co., KY:
MC NEW (m) b. 29 Oct 1853 M. C. MC NEW Clarissa JONES
MC NEW (f) b. 3 Aug 1856 M. C. MC NEW Clercy JONES
MCNEW, Easter (f) b. 1 Apr 1859 Moses MCNEW C. J. JONES



Everything seemed to be going well, until May, 1860, when Moses contracted typhoid
fever. He was ill for 21 days, and died on the 3rd of June.! He was 40 years old.

The 1860 Census was taken later that same month, and it showed Clarissa as a 30-year-
old widow with seven children, living in an area called Travelers Rest. Also listed within one
page of Clarissa were Moses’ brothers, John and Joseph and their families. Either they were
living nearby, or were visiting because of Moses’ illness and death.

Clarissa remained in Booneville, supporting her growing family as a farmer. The family
really was growing, as Clarissa was pregnant (although she may not have known it yet) when
she was widowed. She gave birth to Emily Josephine early in 1861, just before the beginning
of the Civil War. A family story is that William, her oldest son, wanted to enlist in the Union
Army when he was 16, but she would not give her permission. They all survived the ups and
downs of the War, and the beginning of Reconstruction.

Meanwhile, in 1862, Congress passed the Homestead Act, in order to encourage the
settlement of the West by making land available to those who had ambition but little money.
At the time it was passed, it was overshadowed by the Civil War, but after the War, word
spread quickly about this opportunity for a new start.

In 1873, Clarissa gathered all the family, including Sarah, her married daughter, with her
husband and child, and they headed west to Nebraska where there was homestead land. Clarissa
and William took up homesteads in Harlan County, while Sarah and John Mints settled north
of there in Phelps County. Both Martha and Mollie married local farmers in 1875.

Their first years in Nebraska did not go well. According to William, in three years out
of the first four, the crops failed.? In September of 1876, William and Nancy Belle, along with
Martha and Eli Ewell, went further west to California, settling in the San Francisco area. The
Ewells stayed only until the following year, and then returned to Nebraska. Nancy Belle was
married in California and remained there. William eventually went back to Nebraska, but only
in time to help his mother pack up and leave. '

After too many grasshoppers and too many drought years, Clarissa gave up on Nebraska
in 1882, and headed for Washington Territory, with William again her right-hand man. The
married daughters, Sarah Mints, Mollie Hansen and Martha Ewell, with their husbands and
children, also joined the covered wagon caravan and headed for the Northwest. Apparently,
they went only as far as Boise, Idaho, before winter set in, and the rest of the journey was
completed in the spring of 1883, They purchased railroad land in Lincoln County, in the Larene
township north of Davenport, WAshington. (That area was sometimes called Little Egypt.)

' 1860 U.S. CENSUS, MORTALITY SCHEDULE, Owsley Co, KY, p. 1
* See letter of William on page 4 - 7.
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When William, at the age of 49, married Unicy PHAR in 1895, his mother lived with him
and his bride. Clarissa had been the matriarch for too long, and the strength at the center of the
whole family. Now she was not about to consider her young daughter-in-law (who was the age
of her grand-children) as mistress of the home. Unicy was treated like a child or a servant until
she put her foot down and said she wouldn’t stay in the same house with Clarissa. Sarah then
took her mother into her home, and Clarissa stayed with the Mints family until her death on 2
May 1903, at the age of 73.

Clarissa Jane Cole Jones MCNEW was the quintessential pioneer woman. She crossed the
entire United States, from Virginia to Washington, using only animal power. She was obviously
a strong, unifying force in her family, as her grown children and their families followed where
she led. She smoked a pipe, and missed her tobacco when it was hard to get. (See letter from
her brother, Francis Marion, in Chapter 12.)

The following obituary appeared in The Davenport Tribune on May 7, 1903:!

Clarissa Jane McNew

Clarissa Jane McNew was born in West Liberty,
Kentucky, November 18, 1829. She departed life May 2,
1903, being 73 years 5 months and 12 days old. She was
married to Moses S.2 McNew in 1844, from which union
there was born eight children, six of whom survive her:
William N. McNew, of Davenport, Sarah E. Mints of
Larene, Belle Turpin, San Francisco, J. B. McNew of
Oxford, Nebraska, Martha J. Ewell of Stites, Idaho, and
Josie Russell of Boise, Idaho, all of whom were at her
bedside except Mrs. Belle Turpin and Josie Russell;
Mollie Hansen and Esther Ewell having proceeded (sic)
her in her long rest. :

Her husband Moses McNew died in 1861, In 1873, she,
with her family, left her native state of Kentucky and
turned their faces westward to the open plains of
Nebraska, where she resided until 1882, when again she
journeyed to the more interesting and promising land of
Washington arriving in 1883 and located near Larene,
Lincoln county, Washington, where she has continued to
reside unti] the messenger on the pale horse came and
said it is finished, come up higher.

(continued)

! DAVENPORT TRIBUNE, Vol. 3, No. 38.
2 His middle initial was really "C" for Cawood, and he died in 1860, not 1861.



The immediate cause of her death was cancer of the
abdomen. She was a believer in, and a lifelong follower
of Him who said: "He that believeth in me hath
everlasting life." Funeral services were conducted in
Larene church by the Rev J. A. Rogers, of Davenport.

Her suffering ended with the day
Yet lives she at the close.

And breathed the long, night away
In statue like repose.

But when the sun in all his state,
Illumed the eastern skies,

She passed through glory’s gate
And waked in Paradise.”

Clarissa was buried in Larene Cemetary, which is now overgrown. No grave markers
remain.

Children of Moses and Clarissa MCNEW:

a William Newton, b. 23 Oct 1845, Morgan Co, KY;
m. Unicy Margaret PHAR, 31 Mar 1895, WA;
d. 5 Mar 19235, Elk River, ID;

b Sarah E, b. Jan 1848, Scott Co, VA; -
m. John Wilburn MINTS, Oct 1869, Owsley Co, KY;
d. 26 Nov 1923, Otis Orchards, WA;

¢ Mary Ann (Mollie, Polly), b. 3 May 1850, Scott Co, VA;
m. Albert Christian HANSEN, 6 Oct 1875, NE;
d. 8 Apr 1895, Lincoln Co, WA,

d Anne Isabelle (Nancy, Belle), b. 1852, Scott Co, VA;
m. Frederick TURPIN, 1877, CA;
d. ? between 1910 and 1520, CA;

e Joseph B, b. 29 Oct 1853, Owsley Co, KY;
m. Eva CRESS, 1 Jan 1879, Harlan Co, NE;
d. 3 Sep 1925, Spokane, WA;

f Martha Jane, b. 3 Aug 1856, Owsley Co, KY;
ml. Eli EWELL, {875, NE; (div), .
m2. Martin VAN DER LUGT;
d. 8 Oct 1930, Seattle, WA;

g Esther Margaret, b. 1 Apr 1859, Owsley Co, KY;
m. ? EWELL;
d. before 1903;

h Emily Josephine (Josie)}, b. 1861, Owsley Co, KY;
m. William A. Russell, 30 Oct 1883, Boise, ID;
d. 19 Sep 1925, Boise, ID
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MARRIAGE RECORDS - MORGAN COUNTY, KENTUCKY
(top half of page 69)

16 Nov Moses C. McNew November 17th 1844 was joined
1844 to together in the holy state of matrim

Clarissa Jones -ony Mr Moses C. McNew to Miss
Fee Pd Clarissa Jones !

Wm Cottle JPME

! In the third item on this page, also written by Wm. Cottle, the last two words are "by me".
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! "Do" means ditto.
? Value of Real Estate,
* Note special character used for a double s. Clarissa was actually 20 years old at this time.
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McNew, M. C. is the 7th name on this list. ;"';"_IE ot
His water course was "southfork"”. » | L
He owned: one town lot worth $394, ; :}fﬁ | | P 1
one horse valued at $100, gt i
one cow (no value given).
He had two children at least 6 years old.
He had total taxable property of $494.
Land Value of Slaves Stores
County Horses & Mares Value of Stores
Water Course Val. of Horses & Mares Studs, Jacks, Bulls
Value of Land Mules Rates per season
Town Lots Value of Mules Tavern Licenses
Val. of Town Lots Jennies Children 6-18
White Males 21+ Value of Jennies Blind (white)
Slaves 16+ Cattle Deaf, Dumb (white)
Total Slaves Value of Cattle Hogs 6 mo.+
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page 1

Line 2, Méses C. McNew, 40, M(ale), M(arried), VA, June, Physician, Typhoid Fever, 21 days

This list includes all who died within the year before the Census was taken - not just those who

had died before June 1st. Clarissa’s family was enumerated on June 14, eleven days after

Moses’death, which is when this entry would have been made.
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13

14

15

16

17

18

1860 CENSUS, OWSLEY COUNTY, KY
Travelers Rest, page 104
Clarissa McNew 33
William N.

June 14

Sarah E.
Mary A.
Nancy E.
Joseph B.
"Martha J.
Esther C.

14
12
11
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Widow Farmer

$600

$400 KY
KY
VA
VA
VA
KY
KY
KY
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1870 CENSUS, OWSLEY COUNTY, KY

Enumerated on July 27

line 31 McNew, Clarissa J

32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Wilson

Mary A.
Nancy E
Joseph S
Martha J
Esther M
Emily J

Boonville Precinct, page 13
43
23
19
17
15
13
11
9 F

W Farm Labor

e e Ilie 2 e B e v
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W Keeping House

600

(Sarah and her husband, John Mints, appear on page 1 in the same precinct.)

286

KY
KY
VA
VA
KY
KY
KY
KY
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A LETTER FROM CLARISSA IN HARLAN CO, NEBRASKA TO WILLIAM AND
BELLE IN CALIFORNIA, DATED 18 APRIL 1879

e EE
4

BB e o P wuhril [p

oﬁm;‘ G'L;‘-%é/w)’b J W/Mf ;/Mo a/._aou /@mg_
Ay Al i g i cie ar 2l —M el B
W§MV.Z// /;{zv./bc-fri[/ /Z?‘W-"fj/ 7[:«&{/.« /dcff///c’/s il e prie
/fﬂﬁb Ay AearidC” penizl %&W 74%6 cé—é{ el .a;z,z;_é ;
M% ol f paSpiinec Ao ot er. LaST arial
M/ﬂw&/&?w Srvrrry  gphie wreele Ay Aieser
/%174‘% i S el I ctectD W ,a%’/l/fk_‘y .
./«.M/f%wxz, »f’/@y&&. I trwer Auete xf% g ore
: z p et OrF ,
oA, f dwrne corple s Lliens P i Lo ez

” /Q/Z:_ZZW.{,J / alotel - el
/ﬁ%&z& i, s fovicle 25 dollidss aficnce amm
L ot They Seorone fiirte Llwrh- £ped agairndl
hoesn, Lrvrre ThE gobefibe Aebfieol A5

m/wé L?MJAMLW W"’/%/W
z i poirty G covr enlole 1207 Aitl
S T A ATl alrgrle ey coiS calicpn

' Dl . -«(%//v

l '!,,575533694 L.\MZZ& -/-.—/—‘///FWC/y



G . Lrd il dpred |




MOSES AND CLARISSA 3-13

18 April 1879

Dear children 1 wright you afew lians to let you know that we ar all well at the presant
hoping those few lians will come safe to hand and finde you all well and doing well I reseived
your letter last mail was glad to hear from you and to hear that you was well I was proude of
my golde dollar you sent me it is they first peace of golde I ever hade of my one I have
nothing new to wright that I know of I have wrote two letters to you latly but it seems like you
have not got them I will try to tell you somthing about Josephs troubels they was finde 25

suspected that Joseph hade not went acording to law with his clame but he has he premted it and
bilt ahows on it and was in it before they 30 days was out he got his papers on it first and has
bin living on it ever since gorden contested it and they tryel coms off the 22 second of this
month I have now doubet but what he will holde it if they is eny jestis in law but it is going to
cost him agoode deel of money before it is done with if they had let him alone he woulde have
bin all wright he hade went and got they advice of alowyar and imployed him to atende to they
case but in afew days he was put off ..s0 I dont know how it well go with them I cant tel] they
hole story it is two tedious and I have not got minde anough to wright eny thinge with mutch
sence in it as you will see Joseph is don sping whest he has got got 40 achors in wheet I am
not going to give up trying to live I am going to rais every thing I can I and josey is all alone
Esther is at kerny! and josey is wanting to gow off to work and leeve mee all alone and I wont
let her gow and she is lying own they bed powting while I am writing you spoke like you
thought it was neglect they reeson I lost my cow she did not get it at home she was runing owt
and I supose she got it whear some one was soing wheet but I dont know whear I begain to
think your ar coming home before longe I think if you ar coming home you ought to come
before all they land is gon and if you dwo that you will have to com soon they ar coming in
every day by they dosen I never saw they like in my life they ar coming from indiana have
colin us they ar well pleased with they cuntry. Bell, I was glad to reede aletter from you
ymust not think harde that I do not wright aseprate letter for I have tolde ali that can in this and
you know how I am about writing So this must dwo for you all T got aletter from your
grandma last week they was all well and your greate grand Ma is still living she is some whear
in ninty she is well and harty for hur age your unkle Marien Jones talks like coming to neb
you and fred must come to neb and get you ahome of your one before thy land is all gon wright
soon and often if eny thing strange ocurs I will let you know they conection is all well except
Mollie and she is mending I will have to stop and go to they offis dyrect to rock falls from
your mother  Clarisa Mc New

' Kearney, Nebraska
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1880 CENSUS, HARLAN COUNTY, NE
Enumerated on June 18 and 21. Spring Creek, page 412
line 28 McNew Joseph B 23 Farmer KY
29 Eva 23 wife HouseKeeper IL
30 Floyd 7/12 son NE

2T

line 36 McNew Clarissa
37 Josie
38 Ewell Gebbus
39 Eliza

50 Running a Farm KY
18 dau. Teaching School KY
67 Farmer NY
65 HouseKeeping NY
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CLARISSA MCNEW
(about 1880)

TOMBSTONE OF MOSES McNEW
Booneville, KY

"Moses C. McNew
Born
June 3, 1819
Died
June 3, 1861

He is not dead but
sleepeth
Resting in hope”
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94 McNew Floyd M Nov 1879 20 s NE KY 1IL Farm Laborer



